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Many owners and a century-and-a-half later, guests still flock to this former 
French trading post. However, the lure of therapeutic waters has now been sur-
passed by the twin temptations of gambling and championship golf. And even as a 
version of the original French Lick Springs Hotel continues to thrive, that complex 
is today partnered with the nearby West Baden Springs Hotel to deliver a quintes-
sential golf vacation experience complete with spas, hiking trails, carriage rides, 
swimming pools, and bike rentals. The combined properties are known as French 
Lick Resort, featuring AAA Four-Diamond accommodations and winner of the 
2015 USA Today poll for Best Historic Hotel in America.
 Golf has been a centerpiece attraction at the resort since 1917. Legendary 
designer Donald Ross built 18 holes over 60 acres of rugged land and appropri-
ately named it the Hill Course. Seven years after its opening, Water Hagen beat 
Englishman James Barnes to capture the PGA Championship. Characterized by 
undulating terrain and deviously placed flat-bottomed sand bunkers surrounded by 
dense forests, the 7,030-yard Donald Ross Course received a $5 million restoration 

Luxury, History, and 
Championship Golf 
Thrive at French 
Lick Springs Resort
By Neal Kotlarek

A stunning number of historic events im-
pacted America in 1845. Writer Edgar 
Allan Poe published The Raven. Florida 
was admitted as the 27th state. President 
John Tyler signed a bill authorizing the 
annexation of the Republic of Texas. The 
game of baseball was referenced for the 
first time in a daily newspaper. And the 
United States Naval Academy opened 
its doors to 50 midshipmen students.
 All of this feverish activity, of 
course, begged for the construction of 
a Midwest hideaway dedicated to the 
art of relaxation. At least that was the 
thinking of Dr. William Bowles some 
171 years ago when he combined 
the healing powers of mineral water 
with the lure of an elegant hide-
away nestled in Southern Indiana. 
By all accounts, guests flocked 
to the good doctor’s French Lick 
Springs Hotel for not only the mi-
raculous waters but also for the 
beauty and tranquility of this 
tiny community located within 
a 200,000-acre parcel of hills 
and trees known today as the 
Hoosier National Forest.
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in collaboration with the Donald 
Ross Society in 2005. Impeccable 
conditioning and generous fairways 
make the course delightful for play-
ers of all handicap levels. The 151-
yard No. 15 is the layout’s signature 
par 3. The view from the tee fea-
tures wild grasses and trees of all 
sizes that protect the hole’s perim-
eter. Six sprawling sand bunkers 
surround the square-shaped rolling 
putting surface.
 While the Donald Ross Course 
has long ranked among Indiana’s 
top golf properties, the construc-
tion of the Pete Dye Course in 

2009 made French Lick Resort a 
world-class golf destination. Built 
through and around the hilltops 
of the Hoosier National Forest, 
the course stretches to a robust 
8,102 yards from the back tees, 
but it can be played as 6,115 yards 
from the white tees and 5,151 
yards from the reds. Mammoth 
bunkers, undulating greens, and 
elevated fairways create drama 
and challenge from No. 1 to No. 
18. Dave Harner, PGA Director 
of Operations at the resort, says 
that golfers are always amazed at 
the size, scale, and topography of 

the property. “When you see the 
course on TV or here in person,” 
he says, “It’s hard to imagine that 
this particular piece of land is in 
Indiana. Most people associate 
Indiana with flat terrain and lots 
of cornfields. This course is high 
on a ridgeline and plays along 
ridges where you can see for 20 or 
30 miles. It’s very hilly. If you hit 
it off the fairway, you’re going to 
have a very awkward shot back.”
 Golfweek magazine ranks the 
Pete Dye Course among the country’s 
top 27 resort courses. Golf Digest 
magazine contends that it is one of 

the 17 greatest public courses in the 
U.S. Colin Montgomerie, who won the 
2015 Senior PGA Championship on 
the Pete Dye Course, called it “one of 
the iconic golf courses” in America. 
 Truth is that the Pete Dye Course 
must be played to be believed. Legend 
has it that when Dye originally walked 
the proposed site for the course, he 
concluded that the terrain was too 
rugged and the slopes were too severe 
to build 18 holes on the land. Not 
long after making the declaration, 
Dye returned to the property with 
a topographical map of the area 
and preliminary drawings sketched

continued on page 44
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Jack Nicklaus needs no introduction, of 
course. The Golden Bear is the winner of 

18 major golf championships, a golf course 
designer, a tournament manager, a golf equip-
ment manufacturer, a product endorser, an 
author, and a philanthropist.
 Jack and Barbara Nicklaus founded the 
Nicklaus Children’s Health Care Foundation 
in 2004, which provides valuable programs 
and services to more than 4,000 hospital-
ized children and their families, free of 
charge, through Child Life programs, the 
Pediatric Oncology Support Team, and the 
Safe Kids program. 
 Collaborating with pediatric hospitals 
across the country, the Foundation has grown 
to support innovative programs focused on 
the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 
a host of childhood illnesses.
 Expanding on that mission, the Nicklaus’s 
have partnered with the Terlato family, producer 
of Jack Nicklaus Wines (see GOLFChicago, 
August 2012), to create the Jack’s House 
Foundation. In addition to lending support 
to the Nicklaus Children’s Health Care 
Foundation, the Jack’s House Foundation 
also helps fund Judi’s House, a Denver-area 
organization devoted solely to supporting 
grieving children and their families, and the 
Sepsis Alliance, helping to save lives by raising 
awareness of sepsis as a medical emergency.
 “When Barbara and I started the Nicklaus 
Children’s Health Care Foundation, we 
wanted to help provide world-class medical 
care to those who need it,” Jack Nicklaus 
said. “This newest partnership with Terlato 
Wines helps us expand that vision, reach-
ing even more people, with great wines for 
a great cause.” Ten percent of the net sales 
from every bottle purchased is donated to 
the Jack’s House Foundation.
 Both of this month’s wines are made by 
2Sons Winery of Sonoma.
2014 Jack’s House Chardonnay $15
This is a golden-hued, easy-drinking summer 
sipper. Made of 100% chardonnay, the wine 
was aged sur lie, which is to say, ‘on the lees,’ 
a common practice for chardonnay. Lees is 
the coarse sediment (mainly dead yeast cells 
and small grape particles) that accumulate 
during fermentation and aging, which in this 
case was entirely in stainless steel. 
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 The wine has a delicate nose, is very dry, 
and features suggestions of green apple, 
peach, and lime pith on the tongue. The 
finish is quite short.
 This would pair nicely with Salmon Pâté, 
Rolled Sole Fillets in Vermouth Sauce, or 
Spaghetti with Mussels, Sicilian Style.  
2013 Jack’s House Cabernet Sauvignon $15
This ruby-colored wine is more transparent 
than most Cabernet Sauvignons. The nose 
reveals typical aromas of dark stone fruits, 
while the f lavors are tart cherry, plum, 
cocoa, and a hint of coffee. The tannins 
and acid are there, but well-integrated 
and balanced. After fermentation, the 
wine was aged for 21 months in 50% new 
French oak barrels.
 Enjoy this vino with Chicken Gumbo, Beef 
Rolls Stuffed with Pork and Dill Pickles, or 
Lamb Chops with Four Garlic Sauces.      

This Is the House  
That Jack Built

On THE CORKSCREWS

Stephen Hawk

Double Bogey     Bogey       Par         Birdie           Eagle              All prices are estimated.

French Lick Springs Resort
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on a paper napkin. He said he would build a 
course on the property “whether they want 
me to or not.”
 The resulting course showcases dramatic 
holes from start to finish. Features include 
three man-made lakes, panoramic vistas that 
stretch for 40 miles in the distance, “volcano” 
bunkers, and dramatic elevation changes across 
the property. The 383-yard No. 15 features 
wild grasses in front of the tee, a long bowling 
lane-like sand bunker stretching along the 
entire left side of the fairway, huge directional 
sand bunkers on the right side of the landing 
area, and a fairway with more drama than 
an entire episode of “Game of Thrones.” A 
punch-bowl green features a bail-out area on 
the right side along with a pair of evil sand 
bunkers protecting the left side.
 For the fourth consecutive year, the Pete 
Dye Course will play host to the Legends 
Championship August 19 – 20. Featuring 
some of the LPGA Tour’s great champions 
including Juli Inkster, Laura Davies, and 
Michelle McGann, the tournament raises 
awareness and money for Riley Children’s 
Foundation, which supports seriously ill and 
injured children.

 Two other golf courses complete the 
French Lick Resort property: the Tom 
Bendelow-designed Valley Links nine-hole 
course, built in 1907 and today serves as 
a family-friendly course. Sultan’s Run, a 
championship course designed by Pete Dye 
disciple Tim Liddy, is located 25 miles away 
from French Lick in Jasper.
 While golf is a major attraction at the resort, 
be sure to experience the other entertainment 
options available, including spas, elegant res-
taurants, a casino, horseback riding, and the 
“Eighth Wonder of the World,” the West Baden 
Springs Hotel with 243 luxury guest rooms 
and an atrium that spans 200 feet. The hotel 
is considered a national historic landmark 
and is perennially listed as the No. 1 hotel in 
Indiana by U.S. News & World Report.
 Built in 1855 to capitalize on the abun-
dance of mineral springs in the area, West 
Baden Springs Hotel was fashioned after one 
of Europe’s great mineral spas, Baden Baden. 
When the original hotel was destroyed by a 
fire in 1901, owner Lee W. Sinclair became 
determined to build the hotel of his dreams. 
He unveiled a design complete with a 200-foot 
atrium and a fireplace that burned 14-foot 

logs. The hotel had its ups and downs over 
the decades, and was closed in 1989 for safety 
reasons. In 1994, the property was sold to 
Minnesota Investment Partners for $500,000. 
The COOK Group, a global medical device 
manufacturing company headquartered in 
Bloomington, Indiana, proceeded to inject 
millions of dollars into the hotel with a 
goal of restoring its grandeur. The result 
exceeds all expectations. Your first step in 
the aforementioned atrium literally takes 
one’s breath away.
 The French Lick Hotel’s featured attraction 
is its 51,000-square-foot gaming facility, which 
features slots, blackjack, roulette, craps, Ultimate 
Texas Hold’em, and other table games.
 Both hotels offer outstanding spas. The 
Spa at West Baden Springs Hotel encompasses 
28,000-square-feet and resides in a two-level 
natatorium layout. Services include massages, 
all-natural facials, cleansing scrubs, a fitness 
center, and an indoor lap pool.
 The legacy created by Dr. Bowles 171 years 
ago has evolved into one of the country’s 
premier resort destinations. For reservations 
and more information, visit the property’s 
website: www.frenchlick.com. 

mailto:leo849%40comcast.net?subject=On%20the%20Corkscrews
http://www.pelzgolf.com
http://mulchcenter.com
http://www.frenchlick.com

	_GoBack
	_GoBack

